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This issue of Faith and Dialogue includes report of hopeful developments and of programs we 
have run – new Board members, engaging public talks, a pilgrimage that opened new 
perspectives. We also suffered disappointments – a conference postponed, mission appeals 
canceled, and study tours called off.
 
Looking to the future, the Board and staff of the China Association plan with hope and 
necessary humility: a conference tentatively rescheduled, possible study tours for next year, 
and a campaign to keep us moving forward.
 
I invite you to glance over this issue of Faith and Dialogue and reflect on how our efforts may 
serve the your own vision and plans.
 

With hope,

Father Michael

*Our name when we were founded in 1989 was the United 
States Catholic China Bureau (UCSCCB).  Over the years, 
colleagues in China informed us that when translated into 
Chinese, that name lent the impression that were were a 
government agency.  In addition, after our founding the U.S. 
Bishops created the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB).  So we changed our name to alleviate confusion on 
these matters.  
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he world is a very different place than it was a short six months ago. As the China 
Association navigates this shifting terrain, it is evaluating how best to continue its 
mission in solidarity with people of faith in China and in service to the Gospel.T
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If you tuned in to “Real Lives of Real Missionaries: 
Timothy Richard (1845-1919)” you had the opportunity 
to hear the story of one of the great missionaries to 
China, someone who share the Good News and who 
in turn was also profoundly influenced by his 
encounter with Chinese culture.

Sometimes referred to as the Protestant Matteo 
Ricci, Timothy Richard set foot in China in 1870, 
where he spent the next 45 years of his life. 
According to Kaiser, author of a recent biography of 
Richard, he “pioneered a pragmatic and sympathetic 
approach to cross-cultural ministry that was 
surprisingly progressive for his time.”

This lecture, held on April 30, was cosponsored by 
the China Association, in collaboration with 
ChinaSource and the China Academic Consortium. It 
is part of an ongoing lecture series that these 
long-serving Protestant and Catholic groups will 
continue to host together. 

You can view the recorded event and learn more 
about Timothy Richard and the lecture series at the 
Timothy Richard retrospective event page on the 
China Association website. 

Originally scheduled to take place live at the 
University of Northwestern St. Paul, the lecture had 
to be held pandemic-style online, and that actually 
boosted participation. 

2
June 2020 | Issue 002

What Can Catholics Learn from a 
Welsh Baptist Missionary?

Andrew T. Kaiser received his Ph.D. 
from the University of Edinburgh for 
his dissertation Encountering China: 
the Evolution of Timothy Richard’s 
Missionary Thought (1870-1891) 
(Pickwick Publications 2019).  Andrew 
and his family have been living in 
Shanxi since 1997, serving the people 
through professional work and public 
benefit projects.

re there lessons to be learned about effective 
cross-cultural work from a 19th century Welsh 
Baptist missionary? According to Beijing-based A

Dr. Andrew Kaiser, the answer is a resounding yes!

https://www.amazon.com/Encountering-Evangelical-Missiological-Society-Monograph/dp/1532664141/
https://www.amazon.com/Encountering-Evangelical-Missiological-Society-Monograph/dp/1532664141/
https://www.uscatholicchina.org/timothyrichard2020
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Catholics Join Hands Across the Pacific 
to Face the Pandemic

hen the coronavirus that came to be known as COVID-19 caused began filling 
Chinese hospitals, the director of Jinde Charities in Hebei Province reached out 
to the USCCA for assistance. The China Association sent out word to its network W

appeals. Fr. Michael also conveyed word to the U.S. Bishops’ Conference, Catholic Relief 
Services, and the Catholic Hospital Association of the U.S.A.

At the time, little did anyone realize that 
within weeks, COVID-19 would soon begin 
spreading at a rapid clip in Europe, then 
the United States. Suddenly, the medical 
supplies volunteers were packing and 
shipping to China were also needed at 
home.
 
Likewise within weeks, in China local 
Catholics and other friends of the USCCA 
began asking how they could help. And 
soon assistance from China to the U.S. 
was gearing up.
 
Because of its contacts in China, both 
Catholic and extra-Church, the China 
Association was able to facilitate the 
networking between people in China and 
those in the U.S. in need of supplies. In 
some cases, it was directly involved in 
arranging shipments of masks and medical 
supplies, for example to the Jesuits in New 
York and in California.
 
 
 

One group of Catholic volunteers in China 
who dedicated themselves to the 
response to COVID-19 is known as the 
Initiatives of Paul Xu Guangqi. Their effort 
formed in late March when Rachel Zhu 
Ziaohong, a professor in the Religious 
Studies Department of Fudan University, 
learned about the dire shortage of medical 
supplies that Gemelli Hospital in Rome 
was facing. Recalling that the Holy See had 
earlier sent medical supplies to China, she 
looked for a way to respond in kind. She 
contacted friends to arrange a shipment 
of 10,000 medical masks to Italy.

At this time, word of the impact of the 
coronavirus on Italy and on church 
communities there was spreading in 
China. The death of over 60 priests made 
people in China realize how the tragic and 
serious the lack of adequate protective 
gear was. Word of Dr. Zhu’s effort on 
behalf of Genelli spread in typically 
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Catholics Join Hands Across the Pacific 
to Face the Pandemic (cont.)

contemporary fashion, over WeChat, and 
soon Dr. Zhu and her fellow Catholics 
found themselves heading up a much 
larger effort to provide surgical masks, 
medical googles, medical gloves, 
protective clothing, and other supplies 
needed abroad.

That was how the WeChat group that they 
dubbed “The Initiatives of Paul Xu 
Guangqi” was formed. The group was 
dedicated to the memory of Xu Guangqi, a 
famous Ming Dynasty imperial official. Xu 
became a Catholic and a lifelong friend of 
the missionary Matteo Ricci. Their 
friendship and mutual respect serves as 
an enduring point of inspiration in the 
annals of the relationship between China 
and the West.

The Initiatives of Paul Xu Guangqi was led 
by a steering committee of some 25 
volunteers who served as advisors and 
core members. This group included 
Catholics from all over China. In the 
words of Dr. Zhu, they were not only 
responding to the present need. They 
remembered the efforts of so many 
missionaries who sacrificed to bring the 
Gospel to China. Now that they are in a 
position to help in some way, they felt it 
was both an honor and their duty as 
fellow Catholics.
 
Dr. Zhu herself was mindful of the 
missionaries who came to China and 
Taiwan from California. She worked with 
the China Association to send medical 
supplies to the Jesuit infirmary in Los 
Gatos, and from there medical supplies 
were sent to other religious communities 
in the region.

This effort was no simple GoFundMe-style 
push-button initiative. It involved finding 
reliable suppliers, learning about medical 
standards, packing supplies, repeatedly 
filling out government documentation, 
and waiting in long lines – sometimes for 
more than twelve hours – at shipment 
centers.
 
In the end, between March 23 and the end 
of April, the Initiatives of Paul Xu Guangqi 
sent out more than 515,000 masks and 
other medical items, often to religious 
infirmaries, seminaries, and religious 
houses in Italy, Spain, France, United 
States, Philippines, Belgium, and other 
locations in need. Every week they sent 
supplies to over ten different sites.
 
In the end, the Initiatives of Paul Xu 
Guangqi has played a vital role in 
protecting the Church all over the world 
from the ravages of the pandemic. Dr. Zhu 
writes, “Now almost all of them have 
arrived and been received. It has been a 
really an amazing experience.”
 
Dr. Rachel Zhu is slated to be a keynote 
speaker at the next conference of the 
China  Association. If you cannot attend, 
we will arrange to have her talk recorded 
and posted online.
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Eight New Members Join USCCA Board
Together they bring Christian service, scholarship, and business acumen to the USCCA

he China Association is honored to welcome eight distinguished new 
members to the ranks of it Board. Some are previous Board members 
who are now returning for an additional term of service.T
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The Spiritual Wisdom of John C.H. Wu (吳經熊)

At the same time, a convert to Catholicism, he 
also served as a bridge between the spiritual 
traditions of China and the West. 

On the one hand, he translated one of the 
most famous and challenging of Chinese 
philosophical works, the Dao De Jing, 
providing commentary to make it accessible 
for a Western audience. On the other, he 
translated the Psalms into elegant Chinese. Wu 
also wrote about the spirituality of Therese of 
Lisieux, as well as the convergences between 
Chinese and Western spirituality.

Professor Robert Gimello of the University of 
Notre Dame, a one-time student of John C.H. 
Wu, gave a talk on the contributions of his 
mentor at Santa Clara University in April 2019. 
At this event, sponsored by the China 
Association, Vincent Wu, grandson of John 
C.H., also spoke about his grandfather.

You may view that talk, along with an 
annotated list of books by and resources about 
John C.H. Wu at the page dedicated to Wu on 
the USCCA website. 

ohn C. H. Wu is best known in secular 
circles as the principle author of the 
Constitution of the Republic of China. Born J

during the last years of the Qing Dynasty, he 
was a jurist and scholar whose life spanned a 
remarkable period in the history of China and 
its relationship with the West.

https://www.uscatholicchina.org/johnchwu-scu
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Witnesses to the Faith: 

A Catholic Pilgrimage in a Changing China

ast April, one of America’s premier scholars of Christianity in China, Dr. Anthony E. 
Clark, led a USCCA pilgrimage in northern China marked by study, prayer, and 
reflection. L

Participants, both Catholic and 
Protestant, traced a route which included 
the tomb of Matteo Ricci, the famous 
North Cathedral in Beijing, the spectacular 
mission churches in Tianjin, and the 
celebrated Christian village and 
pilgrimage site of Dongergou. At many of 
these sites, Christian martyrs gave their 
lives in witness to the faith. 

Dr. Clark, who is Professor of Chinese 
History at Whitworth University in 
Spokane, has written extensively on the 
history of the Church in the areas visited 
by the group. At each stop, he provided 
introductions that were both informative 
and deeply meaningful. Fr. Hung Nguyen, 
pastor of one of Seattle’s Chinese Catholic 
communities, served as the spiritual guide 
for the group. 

 
 

Chinese Christians often greeted the 
group when they arrived. The rector of 
Tianjin’s spectacular Romanesque 
cathedral was so delighted to meet the 
group that he gave each visitor a copy of a 
recent book of historical photographs of 
the cathedral and its community.

In addition to visiting some of China’s 
great cosmopolitan cities, the group 
journeyed off the beaten track. They 
reached the two remote villages of Wuyi 
and Zhujiahe, which had never before 
hosted a group of foreigners. The priest of 
Zhujiahe village, where more than 1,000 
Catholics were martyred in 1900, offered a 
special Mass in honor of the martyrs and 
the USCCA pilgrimage. 

“First and foremost, I want to thank God for this incredible opportunity to be a pilgrim in China, and for His protection, 
strength, and guidance during the trip.  I also want to thank Him for everything He taught me over the course of the 

pilgrimage.  His blessing is greater than can be expressed in words.”
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Witnesses to the Faith: 

A Catholic Pilgrimage in a Changing China (cont.)

As one member of the group confided, 
“At Zhujiahe village, we were so moved by 
the site where so many Catholics gave 
their lives that many of us kneeled to 
pray on that very soil.”

Among the highlights of the tour of 
Christian sites in China were a number of 
private conferences with Catholic 
leaders. Local priests and bishops met 
with the group. They discussed the 
situation of the Church in China and 
answer candid questions about current 
challenges faced by China’s Catholic 
community.

 
 

At the concluding banquet of the tour, 
Dr. Clark and the group of pilgrims 
shared their reflections on their 
experience.  Not only had the China 
faithful they met emphasized how 
important it was to welcome and pray 
with fellow Christians from the wider 
world. All the pilgrims agreed that this 
encounter had changed them, as well. As 
one participant put it, “Truly, I now 
understand what friendship in the Lord 
means.”

Keep Informed on the Church in China: 
USCCA Website Resources

The China Association has put together a resource page 
on our website featuring news outlets and publications 
that specialize in Christianity in China.  Some explore the 
relationship of Christianity and Chinese culture, while 
others report on contemporary news in relation to the 
Chinese Church.  

Our list includes reputable publications such as:

Tripod by Holy Spirit Study Centre of Hong Kong
Union of Catholic Asian News

To find out about other publications and news services, 
as well as how to subscribe (often at no cost), click here. 

https://www.uscatholicchina.org/resources-news
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Mark your calendars! 28th International Conference 
of the USCCA slated for October

hina, Christianity, and the Dialogue 
of Civilizations, cosponsored with 
Santa Clara University, is an event 
 

C
spanning three days.  It features five 
keynote speakers, a range of pastoral 
reflections, academic panels, practical 
workshops, and many other events.  Its 
purpose is to foster a deeper conversation 
surrounding Christianity, culture, and the 
friendship between the Church in China 
and in the U.S.

Due to the Covid-19 Virus, the China 
Association postponed the bi-annual 
conference to October.  

Please note that even the October date is 
tentative due to evolving circumstances and 
Santa Clara University’s ability to be open at 
that time.  We will make a final 
determination of the date by the end of 
July. The other option is the second 
weekend in March.  

What you can expect:
Keynote speakers
Invited Presenter
Award Banquet
Prayer and Liturgy
Pastoral & Practical Sessions
And much more!
To find out more please visit our website

https://www.uscatholicchina.org/conference-2020
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Will We be Able to Visit China Again?

The TBC staff is based in Beijing, on the campus if the University of International Business 
and Economics. They partner with the USCCA to arrange its study tours.

At the time of the call, life in Beijing was slowly getting back to its former vibe. However, 
China had not issued tourist visas since early March. Even otherwise, Chinese citizens 
coming into the country are subject to a two-week quarantine. 

The question on the table: So would it be possible to host study tours in next year? This was 
a question raised by the people who had signed up for the study tours that were canceled 
this year. And of course, the question could not be answered. 

Nonetheless, three possible tours have been proposed for 2021, and the China Association 
will continue to explore both their feasibility and their advisability. Under discussion were 
the following:

From the Heartland to the Borderlands: 
Journey from the centers of traditional China to its cultural peripheries – Xi'an, near the 
first capital of imperial China; Yunnan, where Tibetan Catholics practice their faith; 
Shanghai, home to a cosmopolitan Catholic community; and more.

China, Ever Ancient, Ever Young: 
A study tour which takes in China’s great cities and historical sites – with a twist. This tour 
will include the opportunity to meet with China’s young people, Catholic, Protestant, and 
part of the wider Chinese community, some college students, some members of church 
youth groups, and some young seminarians and religious sisters. Especially for educators 
who work with Chinese students in the U.S.

Witnesses to the Faith: 
A journey of faith in Northern China similar to the inspiring tour run by Dr. Anthony Clark 
and Fr. Hung Nguyen in 2019.

Will these study tours run? Drop a note to Mr. Bernard Ciernick 
USCCA.StudyTours@gmail.com to be kept in the loop. 

n May, USCCA study Tour coordinator 
Bernard Ciernick and executive director 
Father Michael met with staff of the Beijing I

Center (“TBC”) for Chinese Studies – on Zoom, 
of course. The TBC staff is based in Beijing, on 
the campus if the University of International 
Business and Economics. They partner with the 
USCCA to arrange its study tours.

mailto:USCCA.StudyTours@gmail.com
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Facing Unprecedented Challenge, 
the China Association will Launch its 

“Keep the Faith Campaign”

ver the past several years the China 
Association has been building capacity, 
revamping its website, its mission appealsO

Its public events, its conferences, and its study 
tours.  It has taken on staff and laid the 
groundwork for new initiatives involving 
outreach to Chinese international students. Now 
with tensions rising between the U.S. and China 
and a global pandemic hobbling societies around
the globe, all of us are facing crises large and small. At the China Association, 
mission appeals – a mainstay of USCCA funding – have been canceled. So many 
priorities demand attention. 

Still, in a world that now sees churches closed on both sides of the Pacific, the 
mission of the China Association remains more vital than ever. 

In order to meet the challenges of the moment and carry its mission into the 
future, the USCCA will shortly launch its “Keep the Faith” Campaign. To find out 
more, visit the Keep the Faith page on the USCCA website. 

Voices from the Church of China
The following reflection gives us a view from the front lines of the struggle to make Christ present 

amidst all the complications of life in China.

A Religious Sister Reflects on Easter in a Chinese Village

This is a simple reflection of my ministry experience during Easter of 2019. 
Hopefully my sharing will give you a better understanding about the Church in 
China.

Today, there is a Chinese flag in each church as well as in each small chapel. 
Parishioners are also asked, even forced, to hang statements about government law 
in the churches. Young children (under 18 years of age) are not allowed to go to 
church. Teachers in schools keep statistics on students who are Christian; 

https://www.uscatholicchina.org/keepthefaith
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Voices from the Church of China

(cont.) Christian students are told not to 
go to church with their parents. 

This Easter was my first time, in almost 
ten years, to do ministry in a small village; 
it was an opportunity for me to minister in 
a parish for a short time. I wanted to 
know, What do lay people think about 
living with the present situation of the 
Church in China? How are they living out 
their faith in ordinary daily life? In this
reflection I would like to share something of what I saw, heard, and felt when I stayed 
with the parishioners in a village during Holy Week. 

On the Saturday afternoon before Palm Sunday, I arrived in the village with another 
Sister, who is my cousin. One of the local leaders of the church picked us up and his 
family offered their warm hospitality, and we shared dinner together. They arranged for 
us to stay with another family who live in the same yard as the village chapel. I heard 
that they were the first family to be baptized in this village in 1991.

Now, there are more than one hundred Christians in the village. The chapel was built as 
part of the family residence, and became a prayer room for the first baptized family. 
Just the week before Holy Week this year, the small chapel was renovated. I think, it was 
a miracle that a church was started with one believer and increased over the years to 
more than one hundred. 

When I listened to the stories of people 
in this village, I felt God was personally 
leading them to be free from devils. Most 
of them approached the church and 
asked for help because they had been 
experiencing spells and torture of devils 
for years. 

However, after their initial experience of 
freedom in baptism, some became less 
devout, and only go to church on feast 
days, like Christmas and Easter. Less than 
half of the parishioners come to Church 
every Sunday. The habit of evening 
prayer in the chapel has disappeared. 
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Voices from the Church of China

(cont.) I felt so sorry for the parishioners. I believe that the main reason the converted 
villagers choose not to go to church is their lack of continuing faith formation. Most of 
them did not participate in regular RCIA before they received baptism. 

After being set free from devils, they do not feel a  need for God any more. Also, they do 
not have time to pray due to their hectic lives. Plenty of families in this village have 
their own family workshops. Some of the parishioners work in the workshops seven 
days in a week. There are no holiday breaks, no rest. When they feel desperate, they 
think of God, and go to church, and pray to God.

I also observed that they do not know how to pray. The only way for them to pray is to 
recite certain prayers found in prayer books, like evening prayer and the rosary. What 
they need is someone to help them encounter Christ in prayer as well as experience the 
presence of God. They also need opportunities to participate in catechesis to build the 
foundation of faith and a deeper understanding of Christian teachings. This will be a 
valuable resource for them to pass their faith to the next generations. 

I desire to do missionary work in this village community. However, I have a mission in 
my religious community that makes it impossible for me to be with the people in this 
village. I ask myself. What can I do to help renew the faith and encourage parishioners 
to participate in Christian formation in the Spirituality Center of our diocese? How can 
I accompany and help them seek God in their own experience? I know it is not easy for 
them to be at peace in God, but I know all of them desire to enjoy such serenity. 

I was asked to give a reflection on Holy Thursday. I found that parishioners enjoyed 
keeping silence for several minutes after the reflection. It was a beautiful image of a 
desire for God to observe all the people, including children, kneeling down during 
adoration after Easter Mass. They do not want to keep busy all the time; they desire 
God and to be with God. 

I hope to find more opportunities to stay with the lay people in this village parish to 
help them experience a living God in their ordinary lives.

Please pray for the Catholics of this small village, also for the Sisters in my community.

Author requests to be anonymous.

 


