
 

China Church Quarterly  

103 

New Opportuities 

for Understanding  

1-2 

 

China Church 

News 

3 

Save the Dates  4 

Chinese Catholic 

Voices  

5 

Mission Coopera-

tive Plan (MCP) and 

other News 

6 

Publications  7 

Matteo Ricci Award  8 

New Opportunties for Understanding  

Following the Path of Dialogue:   

Relations between the The Holy See and the People’s Republic of China  

China Church Quarterly 

Issue No. 103 September 2016 

 The July 31 2016 promulgation of 

“The Communion of the Church in China 

with the Universal Church” by Hong Kong 

Cardinal John Tong ushered in a overall 

spirit of expectant joy.  

 In part the •Prologue• states 

“But communion with the universal Church 

should not just be a spiritual connection, it 

should also be expressed through the con-

crete action of the Roman Pontiff appointing 

local bishops. From the point of view of the 

Catholic Church, the appointment of bishops 

by the pope is an internal and purely religious 

affair that has nothing to do with politics. But 

over the last 60 years this has not been under-

stood by the Chinese government, so it has 

been difficult for the pope to formally ap-

point Chinese bishops and the communion 

between the Church in China and the univer-

sal Church has not been manifest.” 

Topics addressed are  

•The significance of Sino-Vatican negotia-

tions. 

•The purpose of dialogue: Religious freedom 

and the communion between the Catholic. 

Church in China with the universal Church  

•Communion between the Church in China 

and the universal Church.  

•The expression and practice of commun-

ion between the Church in China and the uni-

versal Church.  

•On the bishops’ conference in China.  

  

 In part the •Conclusion• written by 

Cardinal Tong states “Needless to say, some 

people still have certain “serious difficulties, 

misunderstandings and hostility” about the 

communion mechanism of the Catholic Church. 

Thus, the Catholic Church continuously stresses 

that “in the course of a respectful and open dia-

logue between the Holy See and the Chinese 

Bishops on the one hand, and the governmental 

authorities on the other, the difficulties men-

tioned may be overcome”,  

 

 Reiterating a position he has long main-

tained, Cardinal Emeritus Joseph Zen issued a 

statement entitled “My concerns over China-

Holy See dialogue and repercussions on Chi-

nese Church.” One commentator suggests it  

“highlights the ambiguities which drag on in 

talks and in the expectations of diplomatic rela-

tions between China and the Vatican.” 

 

 Embraced overall were the comments 

of Vatican Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro 

Parolin: “Reconciliation among China’s Catho-

lics is close to Pope’s heart.” Essential is the 

belief that “Chinese Catholics be able to live 

their faith in a positive way, whilst also being 

good citizens and contributing to the reinforce-

ment of harmony throughout Chinese society”.  

Read all documents on the Bureau website  

 

www.uscatholicchina.org  

 

 

 Left: Personal prayer 

and community an-

chor contemporary 

Chinese Catholics.  

Right: St. Francis 

Cathedral in Xi’an   
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UCANEWS 08/05 2016 “Cardinal 

Tong rebuffs criticism on China-

Vatican negotiations “ 

•“a mistrust of the love of the Holy 

See" and is "an offence against the 

Holy See and its delegated represent-

atives in the negotiations." 

•“Even though the concrete terms of 

the mutual agreement have not been 

made public, we believe that Pope 

Francis, as the protector of the 

church, would not accept any agree-

ment that would harm the integrity of 

faith in the universal church," the 

cardinal said..  

•Cardinal Tong “ thinks the church 

ought to give a clear and comprehen-

sible explanation of the goal of the 

negotiation, the communion of the 

church, as well as his stance on the 

bishops' appointment and the future 

legitimization of the bishops’ confer-

ence in China.” 

 

UCANEWS 09/01/ 2016. 

“Perspectives on the direction of 

China-Vatican relations”  

•Alex Tsung-ming Chen of Belgium 

writes : The media have closely fol-

lowed recent negotiations between 

the Holy See and the Chinese Com-

munist Party (CCP) and it seems both 

sides are coming closer to reaching 

an agreement on at least one im-

portant issue — the appointment of 

bishops. While details of any agree-

ment have not yet been released, 

many are convinced that the Holy See 

and the Beijing government have 

reached some agreement and that the 

building of diplomatic ties is immi-

nent. 

More on Vatican-China dialogue  

 

Asianews 08/29/2016 A blogger  

known as the hermit priest of the 

north wrote “Rethinking China-

Vatican accords (with a touch of iro-

ny)” in which he offered layered nu-

anced analysis. Two points include  

•“one thing is very certain, that is, the 

China-Vatican talk. “ 

•”No matter how difficult the negotia-

tion is, the Holy See is aware of its 

responsibility to continue to talk with 

China. One year, 10 years, 100 years. 

Chinese Communist leaders promised 

of the party’s direction of “not waver-

ing for 100 years”. A century later, it 

may shake! 
 

AsiaNews 08/30/2016 “Taipei in 

favour of talks between China and the 

Vatican, fears nothing” 

•Taiwan’s deputy foreign minister 

dismisses rumours that his govern-

ment is concerned about an alleged 

rapprochement between Beijing and 

the Holy See. Due to the Vatican’s 

mission to promote universal values, 

which would be good for China, Tai-

wan is not only not opposed to, but 

also thinks it is positive. Taiwan’s 

vice president will attend Mother Te-

resa’s canonisation. 

Asia News 08/31/2016 Global 

Times: “Obstacles and pessimism in 

China-Vatican relations” •Beijing 

linked online international magazine 

of the People's Daily, cites two diplo-

matic issues as  the appointment of 

bishops and the Taiwan question. 

China, it appears, is moving forward 

slowly.  

CHINA CHURCH QUARTERLY  

 A personal reflection  
by Rob Carbonneau, C.P. : 

 Having spent over thirty years studying 

diplomatic relations pertaining to the 

Holy See and China, I am prudently 

optimistic about the success of these 

ongoing talks. 

 I would hope that all in the dia-

logue be inspired by the esteemed wis-

dom of Jesuit Matteo Ricci (1552-1610) 

and the practical diplomacy of Arch-

bishop Celso Costantini: the latter 

served as Apostolic Delegate to China 

(1922-1933). 

 As I see it, what unites the vi-

sion of both churchmen was a love for 

the cultural openness of the Gospel, 

love for the Chinese people and perhaps 

an awareness to respect the Chinese 

principal tianxia 天下: all under heaven.  

 Today, I wonder if this ageless 

principle of Chinese identity might be a 

catalyst for respect that prompts us to 

see harmonious relationships of faith in 

the Gospel as Chinese believers and 

ecclesial leaders walk into the future. 

 Being a good citizen and good 

Catholic in our home nation of the 

world is both daunting and a faith-filled 

opportunity. All of us are guests on a 

life journey. Let us seek peace as we 

quest our spiritual home in heaven. To-

gether then,  may we be people of pray-

er, intellect and peace in our witness to 

the ongoing dialogue between the Holy 

See and China.  

L to R below: Cardinal John Tong and 

Emeritus Cardinal Joseph Zen-both of 

Hong Kong; Archbishop Savio Hon, 

secretary of the Congregation for the 

Evangelization of Peoples. Their voices 

will help shape current dialogue.  

  

Pope Francis I  President Xi Jinping  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Evangelization_of_Peoples
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Congregation_for_the_Evangelization_of_Peoples
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C HINA C HURC H NEWS  

UCANEWS 09/07/2016  
“Death of Chinese bishop prompts 

questions over successor”  

•Bishop Vincent Zhu Weifang of Wen-

zhou spent decades in China's notori-

ous labor camps and was acknowl-

edged by both the Vatican and China. 

His automatic successor, Coadjutor 

Bishop Peter Shao Zhumin, has Vati-

can recognition, but no authorization 

from the Chinese government. The 

July 30 passing of underground Bish-

op Vincent Huang Shoucheng of Min-

dong manifests tension over naming 

ecclesial successors and overall pasto-

ral matters relating to the Catholic 

Church. 

UCANEWS 08/26.2016. “China's 

church is being poisoned by the Party's 

meddling”.  

•Seminaries had to report the state of 

their ideological and political educa-

tion to the conference in order to cor-

rect issues in Catholic education iden-

tified by the government inspection. 

Agenda also included the revision of 

"Teaching Materials for the Independ-

ent and Self-governing Catholic 

Church in China," originally compiled 

by the CCPA in 2002.   

•Read at the conference was a State 

Administration of Religious Affairs 

report “suggesting (or demanding) that 

education materials must encourage 

the “sinicization” of the Chinese Cath-

olic Church and reflect on the signifi-

cance of the “China Dream”  in order 

to align with President Xi Jinping's 

“four-self confidence” philosophy. 

China Infodoc 09/06 2016 Agenzia 
Fides r eports “Prayer  halls ‘spread 
in China's international airports’  
•Local press is reporting that “the 

opening of the prayer hall is a sign of 

recognition of the Christian culture, of 

respect for international guests, facili-

tating their moral and spiritual needs. 

Being a city with a large influx of for-

eigners, the initiative also helps to 

understand the Christian culture and 

promote evangelization” Airports 

with prayer halls are in Shenzhen, 

Beijing Capital International Airport 

(with two rooms); Shuang Liu Inter-

national Airport in Chengdu Xian 

Yang International Airport in Xian. 

Kunming Airport and the international 

airport of Ordos in Inner Mongolia. UCANEWS 09/13/2016 “Wenzhou 

bishop prevented from presiding at 

predecessor's funeral”  

•When the health of Bishop Zhu 

turned critical, Coadjutor Bishop Pe-

ter Shao Zhumin, who has Vatican 

recognition but is not endorsed by the 

Chinese government, was one of four 

clergy taken away from their diocese 

in eastern Zhejiang province by secu-

rity officials. Three others were Fa-

ther Paul Jiang Sunian, diocesan 

chancellor, Father John Kong Guocun 

and Father Joseph Lu Xiaozhuo. Offi-

cials are to send the clergy back on 

Sept. 14. The aim was to stop them 

from showing up at the funeral.  

China Infodoc 09/12/2016 Agenzia 

Fides reported “First par ish in Chi-

na dedicated to Saint Teresa of Cal-

cutta, to follow her footsteps in chari-

ty.” 

•On Sunday, September 4 the first 

parish dedicated to “Saint” Teresa of 

Calcutta was consecrated in China. It 

was the same day of her Vatican can-

onization. In the past, other parishes 

in China had been dedicated to Moth-

er Teresa. Bishop Joseph Li Lian 

Gui, of the Hebei province diocese of 

Xian Xian (today Cangzhou ) presid-

ed over the solemn Mass for the con-

secration of the parish church of Jiao 

He Kou, in the village of Hao Cun.  

09/13/2016 funeral of Zhu in Ma'ao 

village, Yongjia county, Zhejiang  

UCANEWS 09/09/2016 “Beijing takes 

next step in revising regulations on reli-

gions.”  

•It is part of President Xi Jinping's over-

all strategy to reinforce Party control 

over matters of faith. “A draft bill to 

amend the Regulation for Religious Af-

fairs (RRA) was released by the Chinese 

government for a one-month public con-

sultation on Sept. 7.” 

•The article states: “The amendments 

are part of the overall strategy Xi has to 

reinforce the control exercised by Com-

munist Party in China over religions, 

minorities and any potential source of 

social disruption….The public consulta-

tion, which runs until Oct. 7, was an-

nounced on the website of the State 

Council Legislative Affairs Office.” 

Chapters address “general legal provi-

sions, religious bodies, sites for religious 

activities, religious personnel, religious 

property, legal liability, religious activi-

ties, supplementary provisions and two 

new chapters on an institute for religious 

education.” 

China Infodoc: 08/29/ 2016 China 
Source Blog reported “Is Confu-
cianism a Religion or an Ethical 
System?”  
•In “The Debate Goes On” Joann 

Pitman offered reviews of several 

books on the relationship between 

Confucianism and Christianity. She 

ends citing Brent Fulton: “Much has 

changed” given China’s long histo-

ry, “yet where gospel and culture 

intersect many of the questions re-

main the same.” 
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SAVE THE DATES 2017  

          COME AND EXPERIENCE 

          THE JOY OF THE GOSPELIN CHINA 

           Born of Fidelity and Love 

 

THE GOOD NEWS IN CHINA IS GOOD NEWS 

FOR ALL OF US 

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT IN CHRIST” 

We welcome you to join 

The U.S. Catholic China Bureau Study Tour in China 

June 12-25, 2017 

 

We will visit Hong Kong, Xi’an, Beijing, Tianjin  

 and Catholic Communities in Hebei Province 
For further information and application forms, please contact 

Father Robert Carbonneau, C.P. Email: director@uscatholicchina.org  

More information on our website: www.uscatholicchina.org  

 27th National U.S. Catholic China Bureau National Conference  

 

August 11-13, 2017  

 

St. John’s University, Jamaica, Queens, New York City 

Theme: Experience of the China Church in the 21st Century  

 

Keynote speakers Friday and Saturday  

Informative panels by laity, religious priests, sisters, brothers,  

pastoral ministers and academics  

Discussion topics: Vatican–Chinese relations and Bridge building between  

Chinese and U.S. Catholics. 

Watch for regular updates posted on website 

www. uscatholicchina.org 

 

mailto:director@uscatholicchina.org


 

Chinese Catholic Voices  
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The North America Huaren Mu 

Catholic Mission Congress is orga-

nized by the North American Chi-

nese Catholic priesthood members 

of religious congregations, Federa-

tion (North America Chinese Catho-

lic Clergy, Religious and Laity As-

sociation).  

 

Keynote:韓大輝總主教 
Most Rev. Archbishop HON  

 

Much of the local coordination is 

being done by Fr. Peter Zhai, 

S.V.D., the director of Chinese Min-

istry for the Archdiocese of San 

Francisco.  

One Peter Yorke Way,  

San Francisco, CA 94109 

415-614-5575 

zhaip@sfarchdiocese.org 

 

Program: Friday October 7th at 3pm 

till 9:00 pm; Saturday October 8th, 

7.30 AM to 10 pm ; Sunday 7.30 

AM till 1 PM.  

Registration costs increase after  

August 30, 2016  

All are invited:  

Registration link is  

www.nacca.sfchinesecatholic.org/

registration/ 

Dream of the Red Chamber, by renowned Chinese-American composer Bright Sheng, opened in San Francisco at the 

War Memorial Opera House on September 10, 2016 for a limited engagement of six performances. Based on the book 

Dream of the Red Chamber, (also known as The Story of the Stone) by 18th-century Qing Dynasty writer Cao Xueqin, it 

is considered one of the four great classical novels of Chinese literature—the opera in two acts features an English-

language libretto by the composer and acclaimed playwright David Henry Hwang. Iconic Taiwanese stage director Stan 

Lai, one of the most celebrated playwright/directors in Asia, makes his Company debut with this adaptation for the opera 

stage. Academy Award-winning art director and designer Tim Yip joins the creative team as production designer.  

 
Learn more  

•See Photos 

•Hear Music 

•Watch Video  

 

www: sfopera.com/discover-opera/201617-season/dream-of-the-red-

chamber/ 

http://nacca.sfchinesecatholic.org/speakers/
http://nacca.sfchinesecatholic.org/speakers/
mailto:zhaip@sfarchdiocese.org


 

The US Catholic China Bureau MCP thanks representatives who conducted appeals in these locations.  

Archdiocese of St Louis, MO: Fr. Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Mr. Tom McGuire, Fr. Hugh O’Donnell, C.M. and Fr. Tim 

Mulroy, S.S.C. 

Archdiocese of Baltimore, MD: Deacon Doug Lovejoy  

Diocese of Raleigh, NC: Raleigh diocesan seminarian Michael Coveyou  

Archdiocese of Newark, NJ.: Fr. Augustine Curley, O.S.B., Redemptorist Archivist Dr. Patrick Hayes, Fr. Bill Morton, 

S.S.C.  

Diocese of Albany, NY: Fr. Joseph Zhang, A.A., Fr. Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Br. Edward Hall, C.P.  

Archdiocese of Philadelphia, PA: Fr. Tom Sendlein, C.M.  

Diocese of Scranton, PA: Fr. Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Fr. John Burger, S.S.C.  

Archdiocese of Chicago, IL: Ms. Mary Sluka, Mr. Tom McGuire, Fr. Michael Agliardo, S.J .  

We are always seeking Priests, Religious Brothers and Sisters and laity to represent us in our annual appeals. 

Page 6 C H I N A  C H U R C H  Q U A R T E R L Y  

Mission Cooperative Plan (MCP) 2016 and Other News  

Digitization of the Passionist China Collection (PCC) of St. Paul 

of the Cross Province has been completed at the Ricci Institute for 

Chinese-Western Cultural History, U of San Francisco. The 1.5 

TB (terra bite) collection includes about 91,000 tif images (about 

10,000 of which are photos), as well as a complete run of Sign 

Magazine (1921-1982). The PCC arrived on September 1 at Spe-

cial Collections, in the Weinberg Memorial Library, U of Scran-

ton. (Right): Rob Carbonneau, C.P. stands with the collection.  

As this project was ending, in December 2014, Rob Carbonneau 

received permission from his provincial to accept the three year 

position of Executive Director of the U.S. Catholic China Bureau.  

Understanding the relationship of the 20th century missionary ef-

fort undertaken by over thirty American-based religious congrega-

tions of men and women continues to be one of the many interests 

of the U.S. Catholic China Bureau since its founding.  

  

 

 U.S. Catholic China Bureau wants to know...  

•about your favorite book on religion in China 

 

•What is a special memory about visiting Catholics in China.  

 

•Explain how your Catholic parish, high school, college or university coordinates efforts with Chinese students.  

 

•How religion and Catholicism in China are presented if you are a teacher or student in  high school, college, graduate 

studies  

 

•How the long-standing witness of Chinese Catholic faith has served as a inspiration for your faith 

  

•If you are interested in learning more about being a U.S. Catholic China Bureau board member   



 

Publications  
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International Bulletin of Mission Research Vol 40 (April 2016): 152-163, first published on April 22, 2016 , By Jeremy 

Clarke “Christian Art in China During the Period of Economic Reform”. 

First Things (August 2016 “China’s Chr istian Future”. By Y u Jie, a Chinese writer and dissident. This essay was 

translated from the Chinese by H. C. Hsu.  

 

The Tablet An International Catholic News Weekly. Two pieces 

are written by Megan Cornwell.  

August 5, 2016: Hong Kong Cardinal Says Vatican and China Close 

to “Mutual Agreement” on Bishops. She writes: “The head of the 

Catholic Church in Hong Kong has said Chinese officials are now 

willing to ‘Reach Understanding’ with the Vatican over the deeply 

contentious issue of appointing local bishops. 

 

August 24, 2016: Taiwan’s V isit to the Vatican Could Strain Bei-

jing –Holy See Relations. Cornwell explains: “Taiwan’s Vice-

President will visit the Vatican Next Month on a trip that could an-

tagonise China at a time when the Holy See is looking to build 

bridges with Beijing.”  

 U.S. Catholic China Board member and historian Dr. An-

thony Clark of Whitworth University in Spokane, Washington alert-

ed me to this book (see image to the left). Published in 2015 by 

Templeton Press, www.tenpletonpress.org. It is available in hard-

cover, softcover and E-book. Clark commented that it has received 

wide attention among American Christians interested in China.  

 An online review can be found in The Gospel Coalition 

July 2015 by Joann Pitman. Friends of the U.S. Catholic China Bu-

reau National Conference held in 2013 at Loyola Chicago might 

recall that Pittman was a panelist who reflected on ecumenical 

overtures in China.  

 

“Nurturing the Church in China: Maryknoll project celebrates 25 years of 

mentoring Chinese Church leaders”. 

by Magaret Gaughan.  

Long time friends of this newsletter know of the historic links between this educa-

tion program and U.S. Catholic China Bureau. Many of these priests and Sisters 

have attended and been speakers at the Bi-Annual National Conferences. A cele-

bratory symposium will be held on October 7-9 at Maryknoll, Ossining, NY.  

Two articles in Maryknoll Magazine Vol 110 (September/October 2016) 

“Mission Continues: A Maryknoll priest reflects on the beginning  

of the China Educators and Formators Project”. by Lawrence Flynn, M.M.  

“At the request of the Chinese bishops” Father Flynn “brought the first four Chi-

nese seminarians to study in the United States in 1991. Since then, 137 Chinese-

Church leaders, including those now studying , have participated in the project so 

they can return home and enliven faith as seminary teachers and pastoral ministers. 
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US Catholic China Bureau 

1646 Addison Street  

Berkeley, CA 94703 

Phone:510-900-2015 

Website: www.uscatholicchina.org 

Email: director@uscatholicchina.org 

 

 

China Church Quarterly ISBN:1084-8401 

Editor: Fr. Rob Carbonneau, C.P., Ph.D. 

Layout/Production: Linda Crisostomo and Heeyoung Chung 

US Subscription: $10 Airmail Overseas: $20 

To sign up for yourself or a friend for an electronic version of 

the newsletter. Please send us an email. 

CHINA CHURCH QUARTERLY  

 You can still participate! Matteo Ricci Award Dinner November 3, 2016  

 

 You are not too late to join the U.S. Catholic China Bureau in thanking  both of our awardees for their many years of 

guidance that they have offered to the United States Catholic Church, the Chinese Catholic community and the general 

public in the San Francisco Bay Area. Please plan to attend the Award Dinner, and/or become a Sponsor, and/or adver-

tise in the Program Book, and/or donate for the Silent Auction.  

Your generosity, regardless of the amount, honors both bishops and supports our Mission. 

See website www.uscattholicchina.org to learn more about donation/sponsorship/advertising opportunities 

Dinner Registration open till October 18, 2016  
 

 

Bishop Emeritus Cummins   

& 

Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus Wang  


